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So Much to Cover, so little space …

Yes, it’s a new header for a new year.  When I found the old Depot 

picture, I knew it had to be used in the newsletter.  For most of us, 

this image will bring back many memories, both good  … and bad.

New Officers.  We recently had officer elections.  See the left side 

of this page for a roster.  Thank you for your added service.

AFTAC-WCC dissolution is progressing. Bob Fitzgerald is working 

with the current president of the Florida Alumni Association to 

make the transfer of resources and members.  More to come.

I was attending an evening event at the McClellan Aerospace 

Museum of California and was able to spend some time with an old 

Tech Ops friend.  I am putting an article in this issue in his 

memory.

John Culbert

New Officers

2026 1st Quarter Edition



 2 

Mail AFTACAA-WCC, c/o 7595 Watson Wy, Citrus Heights, CA 95610

Email TOD.Alumni@AFTACWCC.org

Web www.AFTACWCC.org

AFTAC Alumni Association - West Coast Chapter

AFTAC-WCC Contact Information

My Time With An Old Friend
John Culbert

When I came from HQ to McClellan to retrain into Airborne Operations, one of the first SEOs I met 
was a person who would be one of our instructors.  As time passed in class, I found Gary Fritts to 
have a good understanding of the job and a great sense of humor. This I could appreciate.

Steve and I became friends and flew several missions together.  He even took me on my first B-52 
flight; but that is another story for another newsletter.  I was introduced to his lovely wife, Donna, with 
whom I still cherish our friendship.

In 1968 he enlisted in the Air Force where he was trained in 
electronics and his first assignment was in the organization 
that was responsible for detecting and collecting nuclear 
detonations worldwide. His initial duties were to fly as an 
aircrew member collecting debris from these nuclear events. 
Stephen continued these airborne duties for 15 years until 
health issues grounded him.  Steve transferred within AFTAC 
to become a laboratory analyst and retired after 24 years of 
active service.

Steve earned his Chief Enlisted Aircrew Wings with over 3,000 flight hours 
and the recipient of numerous personal awards for outstanding 
performances, achievements, and commendations to include three 
Meritorious Service Medals and two Air Medals for meritorious achievement 
while participating in aerial flight. 

Steve’s appetite for aviation and he devoted much of his retirement to research and became deeply 
involved in the Aerospace Museum of California.  He worked voluntarily at the museum as crew chief 
for their F-104 Starfighter. He loaned many of his personal aviation memorabilia to enhance the static 
display of the F-104. Steve also served as Secretary of the Museum's Board of Directors.

continued page 4 - My Old Friend
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EVENTS CALENDAR
(by Bob Fitzgerald, WCC Webmaster)

 
QUARTERLY BUSINESS MEETINGS

Our WCC General Business Meetings are held quarterly at 7pm (Pacific) on the 2nd Monday of 
March, June, September & December.

DINNER and a MEETING
  Our next meeting will be held IN PERSON: Monday, June 8th at The Officer’s Club 
(Lions Gate), 3410 Westover St., McClellan Park, CA 95652.
 

You are invited to have dinner before the meeting beginning at 6pm.
All AFTAC Alumni are welcome, so it would help if you RSVP Webmaster@AFTACWCC.org 
to help us reserve enough room for everyone.  Check our www.AFTACWCC.org website 
“Events” page before the meetings to confirm the details in case of last-minute changes.

 

Saturday, 16 May -  ANNUAL BBQ PICNIC EVENT
See the flyer on page 5

Gummy Bear Power: A single uranium fuel pellet (the size of a gummy bear) contains as much 
energy as 149 gallons of oil, 2,000 pounds of coal, or 17,000 cubic feet of natural gas.

mailto:Webmaster@AFTACWCC.org
http://www.aftacwcc.org/
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- My Old Friend -

After retiring from the Air Force, Steve received a Master's Degree in Computer Science from 
National University - Cum Laude.  He was employed by the County of Sacramento for 10 years as an 
IT Manager with Health and Human Services.  While Steve was working, I was also working for the 
County as an IT Tech in a different department.  We were able to run across each other now and then, 
giving us time to dig up old airborne and family stories.

I find the time I spent with Steve, on his bench, very 
precious and plan to spend more time there, just visiting 
and chatting.

Steve’s wife, Donna Fritts, remains an active member of 
AFTAC-WCC Alumni Association. 
    
Steve is laid at rest at Sacramento Valley National 
Cemetary in Dixon.

continued from page 2

Steve Fritts Memorial bench in front of the 
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AFTAC mission support and testing focuses on 
maintaining the U.S. Atomic Energy Detection 
System (USAEDS), a global, 24/7 network of over 
3,600 sensors designed to detect nuclear 
detonations, explosions, or debris in the 
atmosphere, underwater, underground, and in 
space . The agency deve lops advanced 
technologies to monitor treaty compliance and 
operates numerous remote, unmanned, and 
manned stations worldwide.

Key Mission Support and Testing Activities
• Seismic Monitoring Support: In March 2025, 

Chugach was awarded a contract to provide 
technical support for AFTAC’s Seismic Mission 
Support III, focusing on seismic ground-based 
monitoring at sites like Boulder, Wyoming, and 
remote locations in Canada, including 
Cambridge Bay and Flin Flon.

• Sensor Network Maintenance: AFTAC 
sustains a massive global network, including 
nine detachments and four operating 
locations, that detects and analyzes nuclear 
signatures, a mission that includes identifying 
nuclear accidents in addition to illegal testing.

• Technological Advancement: The Systems 
Development Directorate, often in 
collaboration with other agencies, tests and 
deploys new sensor technology for enhanced 
detection.

• Nuclear Treaty Monitoring: The core focus 
remains on verifying treaty compliance by 
analyzing data from the International 
Monitoring System (IMS).

Operational Structure
• Technical Surveillance 

Squadron (TESS): This unit operates 
24/7/365, providing multi-domain surveillance 
across land, sea, air, space, and underwater 
to the AFTAC operations center.

• Data Analysis: Once data is collected, 
specialized teams analyze the technical data 
to confirm nuclear explosions or distinguish 
them from non-nuclear incidents.

Information obtained from Google Search:
Mission Support and Testing at AFTAC

- full link available upon request -

https://www.google.com/search?
q=Mission+Support+and+Testing&oq=AFTAC+Updates&gs_lcrp=Eg
ZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBCzgxNTM4NGowajE1qAIIsAIB&sourc
eid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&mstk=AUtExfBFtEWHax5zeamwFmC-
Xsggw0YklCTqE-
H_W2F06vAj1Fnf8AkBu8VKHYsarJlXxJIhb1HrxbiPLgBDQrPvheeE
DpLP7_8JPZEjIIjJQCEBmW5hgWH3oLpNyI8dFDANxJYtZAzavBZe
1CX0PNMy1h53srInj2PFGONrBlSEEd7iegE&csui=3&ved=2ahUKE
wiA-MHB_emTAxWFr-4BHTK3HvkQgK4QegQIAxAH



RETURN ADDRESS
AFTACAA-WCC
c/o 7595 Watson Wy, Citrud 
Heights, CA 95610

PLEASE PRINT

Name:                                                                                                                                                                        
                    Last.                      First                      MI                Last Rank Held         Nickname                                Name of Spouse
 
Addr:                                                                                                                                                                          
                                       Street, Apt #, etc.                                                          City                                 State                     Zip Code
 
              (     )              -                       (     )              -                                                                                                       
                              Home Phone                       Work Phone                                             E-mail Address
 
Active Duty:                                                                                                                                                                                             

             Branch of Service    From: mm/yyyy - To:   mm/yyyy         Branch of Service             From: mm/yyyy – To: mm/yyyy
 

AFTAC Dates:                                                                                                                                                         
                               From: mm/yyyy - To: mm/yyyy            From: mm/yyyy - To: mm/yyyy                   From: mm/yyyy - To: mm/yyyy

Support your West Coast Chapter:  Please pass a copy of this form to your AFTAC Alumni friends.          [From the Depot Fallout]
 

  CHECK OUR WEBSITE AT www.AFTACWCC.org FOR THE LATEST WCC NEWS & PHOTOS


